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For release on: May 27, 2009 
 
Former teacher and child caseworker in NYC arrested by 
Office of Attorney General 
 ▪ Welfare Inspector General reports:  serial cheating of children  
   at two NYC agencies; 
 ▪ Caseworker covered up failure to investigate child neglect cases,  
   then falsified records to become a public school teacher 
 
For additional information, contact:   
Sean Courtney, Inspector General 
Office of the Welfare Inspector General  
22 Cortlandt Street, 11th floor 
New York, New York 10007 
212-417-5822 or sean.courtney@owig.ny.gov 
 
 
The New York State Welfare Inspector General today announced the arrest by the Office of 
Andrew Cuomo, the New York State Attorney General, of Stephanie Sabouni, twenty-eight 
years of age, currently residing in Nassau County, for the crimes of Tampering with Public 
Records in the first degree (New York Penal Law section 175.25, a “D” felony), Offering a False 
Instrument for Filing in the first degree (Penal Law section 175.35, an “E” felony), and Official 
Misconduct (Penal Law section 195.00, an “A” misdemeanor).  The criminal complaint, filed in 
Kings County, charges Sabouni with falsifying reports and submitting them to the New York 
City Administration for Children’s Services (ACS), while she was employed there as a child 
protective services caseworker in 2007.  (ACS is a New York City agency charged with 
investigating allegations of child abuse and neglect.)  Sabouni’s reports purported to describe her 
visits to the home of a child, whose parent was accused of a pattern of neglect and maltreatment.  
The complaint alleges that Sabouni never conducted the visits.  If convicted of this offense, she 
could be sentenced to a maximum of seven years in prison. 
 
The criminal case originated from an extensive investigation conducted by the Office of the 
Welfare Inspector General (Welfare IG) with the assistance of the New York City Department of 
Investigation (DOI).  Details of the investigation may be found in the Welfare IG’s referral letter 
to the Attorney General; the letter is posted at the IG’s website:  http://owig.state.ny.us. 
 



2 
 

The Welfare IG and DOI found that Sabouni engaged in two different, but related, courses of 
criminal misconduct. 
 

1. Misconduct at ACS 
Sabouni was employed at ACS, in its downtown Brooklyn office, between 
October 2005 and June 2007, as a child protective services caseworker.  In 2007, 
ACS assigned Sabouni to its educational neglect unit.  In that unit, she was 
responsible for visiting children who were chronically absent from school, and for 
taking remedial action that might be warranted.  (In one instance, for example, 
Sabouni was assigned to a child who had been absent without explanation from 
school for ninety consecutive days.)  While working in this unit, Sabouni was 
completing her graduate work in education at Touro College, in preparation for 
becoming a teacher in the New York City public school system. 
 
Welfare IG and DOI investigators interviewed several children and members of 
their families, whom Sabouni was assigned to visit and monitor, and found that 
they had never met Sabouni, despite numerous detailed reports that she submitted 
to ACS, describing her visits with them.1  The statements of the children and their 
families were corroborated by records from Touro College, which showed that 
Sabouni worked as a teacher-intern at a public school in Brooklyn during a 
number of the days that she falsely reported having worked at ACS and having 
visited her assigned children. 
 
2. Misconduct involving the New York City public school system 
Immediately after resigning from ACS, Sabouni found employment as a teacher at 
a public school in Brooklyn.  The New York City Department of Education hired 
her based upon her having completed the requirements for her degree and 
qualifying for a teaching license.  However, investigators found that Sabouni 
never completed the required number of hours for her internship.  In documents 
submitted to Touro College, she falsely stated that she worked the required 
number of internship hours, and she also falsified the signatures of public school 
teachers who were thought to have approved her timesheet.  We referred our 
findings to the New York City Department of Education, which fired her earlier 
this year, and to the New York State Department of Education, which issued her 
teaching license.  Sabouni had been working as a teacher at P. S. 115, located in 
Brooklyn, New York.   

 
The Welfare IG made several recommendations to address problems discovered during this 
investigation.  Those recommendations may be found in the Welfare IG’s referral letter. 
 
The Welfare IG thanks: the Office of Andrew Cuomo, the New York State Attorney General, 
which is prosecuting the criminal case, assigned to Assistant Attorney General Amy Tully in the 
Attorney General’s Public Integrity Bureau; Commissioner Gladys Carrión of the New York 
State Office of Children and Family Services, which has supervisory authority over ACS and its 
                                                 
1 Sabouni’s scheme did not involve an accomplice since ACS caseworkers routinely conduct visits without a 
colleague or manager also being present. 
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investigations of child abuse and neglect; Commissioner Rose Gill Hearn of the New York City 
Department of Investigation, along with Assistant Commissioner Paul Balukas and Examining 
Attorney Jeanine Girgenti; ACS Commissioner John Mattingly and his staff; and the New York 
City Department of Education.  The Welfare IG’s investigation was conducted by Special 
Counsel Jacqueline McMahon Smith, under the supervision of Chief Investigator Anthony 
Jacaruso.   
 
Public releases about the arrest are being issued separately by the Office of the Attorney General 
and by the Department of Investigation. 
 
The criminal charges filed against the defendant constitute accusations only; she is presumed 
innocent unless and until proven guilty. 
 
The Office of the Welfare Inspector General is a State agency charged with prosecuting and 
investigating fraud and abuse in social services programs throughout New York.  The Inspector 
General invites the public to responsibly report instances of fraud, waste and abuse in social 
services programs, so that the integrity of these programs may be protected and enhanced.  
Please go to our website, http://owig.state.ny.us, or call our toll-free telephone number, 800-682-
2028.   
 


